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Hopes for peace in beer battle 


By PAuL HAMMEL 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — A political battle 
over beer is headed for another 
round. 

And there’s hope that this time, 
it will be more congenial. 

Last year, craft brewers and li- 
quor distributors conducted a con- 
tentious tug of war, both in the Ne- 
braska Legislature and within the 
State Liquor Control Commission, 
over how, exactly, brews produced 
by the state’s expanding breweries 
could be distributed. 

That brouhaha ended with a 
stalemate on the floor of the Legis- 
lature, and with the liquor commis- 
sion adopting, and then withdraw- 
ing, its proposed solution. 

The two sides have been meet- 
ing over the past few months in 
hopes of hammering out a compro- 
mise to clarify state rules. 

Representatives of Nebraska’s 
craft breweries are hopeful that 
the solution will not blunt the 
growth of a small but growing in- 
dustry that now numbers 47 brew 
pubs and craft breweries. 


Two sides renew efforts to 
settle how Nebraska’s craft 
brews are distributed 


JULIA NAGY/THE WORLD-HERALD 


Jimmy Vollmer pours out hops for 
brewing at Kros Strain Brewing in La 
Vista. Vollmer, at top, oversees the 
brewing process. Craft breweries are a 
growing industry in Nebraska. 


“We're still working out the de- 
tails,” said Gabby Ayala, the ex- 
ecutive director of the Nebraska 
Craft Brewers Association. “We 
are working very collaboratively 
with the Liquor Control Commis- 
sion and our distributor partners 
on rules to avoid future battles.” 

Hobert Rupe, the executive di- 
rector of the liquor commission, 
said he hoped to have a new rules 
proposal by the first of the year. 

“Hopefully, it will be a rule that 
will satisfy both sides,” Rupe said. 

The dispute boils down to two 
words: “at rest.” 

State liquor rules require beer 
to come “at rest” with a distribu- 
tor, so it can be taxed, before being 
shipped to a retailer. 

Distributors argued that “at 
rest” meant that beer, both brewed 
in Nebraska and elsewhere, need- 
ed to be trucked to a warehouse 
and then on to retail locations. To 
treat in-state brewers different- 
ly than out-of-state beer, they ar- 
gued, guaranteed a lawsuit for not 
complying with the federal Com- 
merce Clause. 


See Beer: Page 2 


FEDERAL LAW BYPRODUCT 


Change in tax 
deduction fuels 
year-end bump 
in donations 


But charitable giving by 
moderate-income people 
could drop in 2018 


By Mara KLECKER 
AND STEVE JORDON 


WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITERS 


The traditional year-end bump 
in charitable donations is larger 
than normal for several organiza- 
tions in the Omaha metro area. 

The extra holiday bonus is a by- 
product of the new federal tax law, 
which has changes that will make 
it less advantageous for many peo- 
ple to donate to charity in 2018. 

The law could potentially lead to 
a sharp reduction in philanthropic 
donations from moderate-income 
donors, but, in the final days of 
2017, it’s leading to a wave of pre- 
paid 2018 contributions. 

In Omaha, the nonprofit Com- 
pletely KIDS has gotten calls this 
week about ways to give and al- 
ready has sponsors lined up for a 
May fundraiser. St. Timothy’s Lu- 
theran Church in Omaha is seeing 
several congregation members tag- 
ging their 2018 donations onto their 
2017 donations. And at the Omaha 
Community Foundation, the num- 
ber of grants arranged through the 
foundation is at 12,000 and rising 
— up from 10,000 at the end of last 
year. Just this week, the founda- 
tion broke a record for opening 14 
new funds in a single day. 

“We are definitely seeing that 
people are taking precautionary 
measures by donating now,” said 
Matt Darling, the foundation’s vice 
president of donor services. 

Cramming charitable gifts into 


See Charity: Page 2 
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DAYS LEFT 
TO DONATE 


The Goodfellows 2017 campaign 
continues through Sunday. To be 
part of this year’s drive, make your 
donation online by that day or get 
your check in the mail in time to be 
postmarked Dec. 31. 

Online: Omaha.com/goodfellows 
Mail: World-Herald Goodfellows 
1314 Douglas St. Suite 600, 
Omaha, NE 68102 

Today’s donations, Page 2B 


After a year of bad news, holding 
out hope for a brighter 2018 


We Americans 
may not agree on 
much these days, 
but many of us are 
probably united in 
this thought: 2017 
stunk. 


Grace Pick any objec- 
— tive measure — 
COLUMNIST natural disasters, 


terrorism, mass 
shootings, the sudden possibility of 
nuclear winter, the next beloved icon 
revealed to be a #metoo monster. 
This has been, for most people, a 
terrible, horrible, no-good, very bad 
year. Personally, I’ve never been 
gladder in my life to see a page on 
the calendar change. Buh-bye, 2017. 
And yet — all evidence to the 
contrary — I believe that 2018 will 
be the Year of the Rebound. I have 


faith in the new year. I have hope. 
I have zero empirical proof to 
back up something I feel in my 
bones. It’s not like climate change is 
going to reverse itself. Man does not 
appear ready to universally start 
being more humane to man. Our 
red-and-blue politics has gotten red- 
der and bluer. In all likelihood, more 
gloom and doom is in the forecast 
for those not standing in the sun- 
shine of the booming stock market 
or at the end of the tax bill rainbow. 
Still, hope persists and I can’t 
exactly explain why. It feels so 
personal, so individual, like no 
matter what’s on fire, PI be OK. 
Yet to avoid the charge of fake 
news, I reached out to people who 
specialize in matters we cannot 


See Grace: Page 2 


Who'll run NU offense? 
Tanner Lee declares for the 
NFL draft, guaranteeing that 
the Scott Frost era will begin 

with new quarterback. Sports 


Best movies of 2017 


Micah Mertes’ top 10 
includes some low-budget 
indies, a war epic, a bit of 

horror and a superpig. Living 


Omaha forecast 


High: 20 Low: - 4 
Morning snow Details: Page 6B 
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BUDDING CULINARY SCENE 


California preps for pot-infused 
fare, from fine wine to trail mix 


SAN DIEGO (AP) — The sau- 
vignon blanc boasts brassy citrus 
notes, but with one whiff, it’s ap- 
parent this is no normal Sonoma 
County wine. 

It’s infused with THC, the psy- 
choactive ingredient in marijuana 
that provides the high. 

Move over, pot brownies. The 
world’s largest legal recreation- 
al marijuana market kicks off 
Monday in California, and the 
trend-setting state is set to ignite 
the cannabis culinary scene. 

Chefs and investors have been 
teaming up to offer an eye-bog- 
gling array of cannabis-infused 
food and beverages, weed-pairing 
supper clubs and other extrava- 
gant pot-to-plate events in prepa- 


ration for legalization come Jan. 1. 

Legal pot in states such as Ore- 
gon, Washington and Colorado and 
California’s long-standing medical 
marijuana market already spurred 
a cannabis-foodie movement with 
everything from olive oil to heir- 
loom tomato bisques infused with 
the drug. 

Cannabis-laced dinners with 
celebrity chefs at private parties 
have flourished across Los Ange- 
les, San Francisco and San Diego 
in recent years, but a medical mar- 
ijuana card was required to attend. 

With that requirement gone, the 
edibles market is expected to boom, 
though manufacturers face a host 


See Cannabis: Page 3 
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